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Here he remained four years, with occasional journeys
into Switzerland, Eventually an article urging the Italian
claims to the Trcntino caused the Austro-IIunguriun
police to expel him.

When he returned to Italy in 1909, at the age of twenty-
six, he was a journalist of experience, with an exceptional
gift for vivid prose, a labour leader who had suffered for
the cause, an exponent of dialectical materialism (for he
had lived with Russian exiles in Geneva, and met Lenin),
and was the author of two hooks, a biography of John
Huss and a novel, the Cardinal's Mistress. With a good
constitution and a prodigious memory, he was a very
different man at twenty-six to the hoy who had left Italy
to seek his fortune at seventeen. His father, meanwhile,
had given up his business as a blacksmith, for he was
growing old, and had taken a public-house, The Lamb,
on the outskirts of Forli. The kiichenmaid was Radicle
Agostini, a gracious, quiet, unassuming girl, whom
Mussolini subsequently married

His career was now set steadily towards political
journalism, but as a revolutionary Socialise a living was still
not easy to make. He translated Heine's Reischilder into
Italian, and canvassed Socialist friends in Forll until they
helped him to start a weekly journal, The Class Struggle.
From that day, in 1910, he never looked hack.

He had a gift for epigram, a twist of sardonic humour
in his sentences. Soon lie \vas known throughout Northern
Italy as a brilliant critic of the Parliamentary regime and
of the elderly politicians who blighted the aspirations of
Italian youth in those days, Nor did he confine himself
to writing. He was a bittcrr effective debater, urging a
creed of direct action. In Forli he led several riots, and
was several times m the police court for creating a
disturbance.

The most serious of his quarrels with authority occurred